
Free sample from NZ Curriculum Year 7 English (paper 1 of the set). Full papers with a worked solution for every question: testpapershub.com/collectio

FREE SAMPLE: THE FIRST 3 QUESTIONS

TEST PAPERS HUB - N
OT FOR RESALE OR REDISTRIBUTION

TEXT 1 — STORY EXTRACT
Questions 1–5

The Booming
Kiri’s first night on the island was louder than she had expected. The wind combed through the rimu
trees, waves slapped the rocks below the hut and, somewhere out in the dark, something was
making a deep, thudding sound like a drum played underwater. She had come to help her uncle
Hemi, the ranger, for the school holidays. Until now, she had thought the job would be boring.

“That is him,” whispered Hemi, appearing at her bedroom door with a red torch. “Rangi. He has been
booming for three nights, which means he is serious.” Kiri pulled on her jacket and followed him down
the track, careful to step where he stepped. The forest was hushed, as though it were holding its
breath. “Red light only,” Hemi murmured. “White light frightens them.”

They found the bird in a bowl-shaped hollow that he had scooped out of the ground. He was bigger
than she had imagined, round and mossy green, with a face like a startled owl. As Kiri watched, his
chest swelled until it looked ready to burst. Then came the boom, so deep that she felt it in her ribs.
Again and again he called, a lonely sound that rolled out over the dark hills.

“He is calling for a mate,” Hemi explained quietly. “He will keep it up for hours, every night, for weeks.
It is a lot of work for a bird that cannot fly.” Kiri thought about this. There were fewer than three
hundred of his kind left in the whole world. She felt a strange ache, as if she were looking at
something that could disappear in the blink of an eye.

At dawn, they trudged back to the hut, cold and happy. Kiri’s job for the morning was to check the
traps along the shoreline, where stoats might land from boats. It was muddy, smelly work, and she
did not complain once. “It is not boring any more,” she told Hemi, as she lifted the lid on an empty
trap. He smiled. “Nobody who meets Rangi ever says it is,” he said.

1. Why had Kiri come to the island?

A to study birds for school

B to help her uncle, a ranger

C to find a lost kākāpō

D to take a holiday by the sea

2. In the second paragraph, “hushed” means

A very cold

B very dark

C very quiet

D very wet
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3. Why does Hemi use a red torch?

A Red light shows the track best.

B The white torch had run out of power.

C White light would frighten the birds.

D Red light keeps the insects away.

4. “The forest was hushed, as though it were holding its breath.” This personification
helps to create a feeling of

A humour

B anger

C confusion

D suspense

5. By the end of the extract, what has changed for Kiri?

A She now dislikes the island.

B She now cares about the work.

C She now wants to go home.

D She now fears the dark.
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ENGLISH — 30 QUESTIONS
Answers & worked solutions

Answer Key

1 B 2 C 3 C 4 D 5 B 6 A

7 D 8 D 9 C 10 A 11 A 12 D

13 D 14 A 15 B 16 C 17 B 18 B

19 C 20 A 21 D 22 A 23 D 24 B

25 A 26 D 27 C 28 C 29 B 30 A

1. Why had Kiri come to the island? [Detail]

Correct answer: B — to help her uncle, a ranger

• What is the question asking? It asks for a fact that the text states.

• Go back to the text and find the evidence: “She had come to help her uncle Hemi, the ranger, for the
school holidays.”

• The first paragraph explains why.

• So the correct answer is B (to help her uncle, a ranger).

• Why the other options are wrong:

• A (to study birds for school): The text says she came to help Hemi.

• C (to find a lost kākāpō): The text says she came to help Hemi.

• D (to take a holiday by the sea): The text says she came to help Hemi.

LOS: Reading: finding information stated in the text

KEY TAKEAWAY
Go back to the text and find the exact words that answer the question, then match them to an option.

2. In the second paragraph, “hushed” means [Vocab]

Correct answer: C — very quiet

• What is the question asking? It asks what a word means in this text.

• Go back to the text and find the evidence: “The forest was hushed, as though it were holding its
breath.”

• Hushed means silent.

• So the correct answer is C (very quiet).

• Why the other options are wrong:

• A (very cold): ‘Hushed’ describes silence.

• B (very dark): ‘Hushed’ describes silence.

• D (very wet): ‘Hushed’ describes silence.

LOS: Reading: understanding word meaning in context
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KEY TAKEAWAY
Reread the sentence, put each option in place of the word, and see which one still makes sense.

3. Why does Hemi use a red torch? [Inference]

Correct answer: C — White light would frighten the birds.

• What is the question asking? It asks what the clues in the text show.

• Go back to the text and find the evidence: “Red light only,” Hemi murmured. “White light frightens
them.”

• Hemi gives the reason himself.

• So the correct answer is C (White light would frighten the birds).

• Why the other options are wrong:

• A (Red light shows the track best.): Hemi says white light frightens them.

• B (The white torch had run out of power.): The text does not say this.

• D (Red light keeps the insects away.): The text does not say this.

LOS: Reading: working out what the text suggests

KEY TAKEAWAY
When the text does not say it directly, use the clues it gives, then ask: what must be true?

4. “The forest was hushed, as though it were holding its breath.” This personification helps to
create a feeling of [Feature]

Correct answer: D — suspense

• What is the question asking? It asks what a language or text feature does for the reader.

• Go back to the text and find the evidence: “The forest was hushed, as though it were holding its
breath.”

• A forest holding its breath builds suspense.

• So the correct answer is D (suspense).

• Why the other options are wrong:

• A (humour): The forest is tense and silent.

• B (anger): The forest is tense and silent.

• C (confusion): The forest is tense and silent.

LOS: Reading: how language and text features shape meaning

KEY TAKEAWAY
Name the feature first (simile, hyperbole, contrast, repetition), then ask what effect it has on the reader.
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LIKED THIS SAMPLE?

The full paper is the real thing.

THIS FREE SAMPLE

A short extract: the opening questions of Paper
1, then their worked answers. 3 pages in all.

THE FULL PAPER

30 multiple-choice questions on three texts (a
story or novel extract, a poem and a non-fiction
text) and 15 language questions, plus a writing
task with a marking guide and model response,
with worked solutions. 30 pages, with a worked
solution for every question.

What you get with each paper

A complete, timed paper in the real exam layout, not just a taste of it.

A worked solution for every question: numbered steps, why each wrong option is wrong, and a key
takeaway.

20 different papers in this set. Every one uses new questions, so each extra paper is new practice,
not a repeat.

An A4 PDF emailed straight after payment, made for printing.

Get Paper 1 now
A$11.99 one-off, instant PDF download. Tap or click here.

Or see all 20 NZ Curriculum Year 7 English papers:
testpapershub.com/collections/nz-curriculum-year-7-english/

Getting the most from a practice paper

1 Print it and set the timer shown on the cover. Answer every question before looking at any
solution.

2 Mark it against the worked solutions and note the topics that cost you marks.

3 Retry the questions you missed a day later, then use the next paper to check the fix held.

Not sure which paper to start with, or have a question before you buy? Email support@testpapershub.com and a real person
will reply, normally within one business day. These are original practice papers, not official past papers, and are not affiliated
with any exam authority.
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