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FREE SAMPLE: THE FIRST 3 QUESTIONS
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SECTION 1 · PRACTICE TEST
10 questions · not timed · does not count towards your marks

These questions help you settle before the Main Test. P1 is a punctuation question: find the group of
words with the mistake and mark its letter on your answer sheet. If there is no mistake, mark N. P2 is a
grammar question: choose the best word to complete the sentence. P3 is a spelling question: find the
group of words with the mistake, or N.

P1. Every morning, my brother and I walk to school along the river
A Every morning, B my brother and I C walk to school D along the river N no mistake

P2. Despite _____ heavy rain, the match went ahead as planned.
A these B those C few D the E many

P3. The weather forecast promised a sunny and warm afternoone for the picnic.
A The weather forecast B promised a sunny C and warm afternoone D for the picnic. N no mistake

P4. Read this short passage.
Sam pulled the blanket up to his chin. Outside, snow was falling softly on the garden, but
inside the little cottage the fire crackled warmly and the room felt snug and quiet.

What was the weather like outside the cottage?

A It was raining hard.
B Snow was falling gently.
C The wind was howling.
D The sun was shining.
E There was thick fog.

P5. Which one word from the passage above means ‘warm and comfortable’?
(Write your answer on the answer sheet.)

Write your answer on the answer sheet.
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THE WORKED ANSWERS TO THOSE 3 QUESTIONS
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WORKED SOLUTIONS
Answer key, explanations and a key takeaway for every question

Answer Key

P1 D

P2 D

P3 C

P4 B

P5 snug

P6 A

P7 B

P8 C

P9 35

P10 115

Q1 D

Q2 N

Q3 A

Q4 D

Q5 B

Q6 C

Q7 B

Q8 A

Q9 D

Q10 E

Q11 B

Q12 N

Q13 A

Q14 D

Q15 B

Q16 C

Q17 B

Q18 E

Q19 A

Q20 D

Q21 B

Q22 C

Q23 three OR 3

Q24 yellow

Q25 scrambled

Q26 leapt

Q27 adverb(s)

Q28 noun

Q29 B

Q30 C

Q31 D

Q32 A

Q33 E

Q34 B

Q35 D

Q36 C

Q37 A

Q38 E

Q39 B

Q40 D

Q41 C

Q42 E

Q43 A

Q44 C

Q45 B

Q46 D

Q47 A

Q48 E

Q49 C

Q50 B

Q51 5.45

Q52 95

Q53 28

Q54 98

Q55 62

Q56 8

P1 Punctuation
Find the group of words with the punctuation mistake (or N).

Correct answer: D — along the river
• Read each group of words carefully, checking capital letters, commas, apostrophes, speech marks
and end punctuation.
• The mistake is in group D: the sentence ends without a full stop after ‘river’.

KEY TAKEAWAY
Every sentence needs the right end punctuation: a full stop, question mark or exclamation mark.

P2 Grammar
Despite _____ heavy rain, the match went ahead as planned.

Correct answer: D — the
• Try each option in the gap and read the whole sentence aloud in your head.
• ‘Despite the heavy rain’ is correct because ‘rain’ is a single uncountable noun, so ‘these’, ‘those’, ‘few’
and ‘many’ do not fit.
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KEY TAKEAWAY
Choose the word that agrees with the noun that follows it.

P3 Spelling
Find the group of words with the spelling mistake (or N).

Correct answer: C — and warm afternoone
• Check the spelling of every word in each group.
• The mistake is in group C: ‘afternoone’ should be spelt ‘afternoon’ (no ‘e’ at the end).

KEY TAKEAWAY
Look for extra or missing letters at the ends of words.

P4 Comprehension
Read this short passage.

Correct answer: B — Snow was falling gently.
• The passage says ‘snow was falling softly on the garden’.
• So the weather outside was snowy and gentle, which is option B.

KEY TAKEAWAY
Go back to the passage and find the exact words that answer the question.

P5 Vocabulary
Which one word from the passage above means ‘warm and comfortable’?

Correct answer: snug
• The passage says the room ‘felt snug and quiet’.
• ‘Snug’ means warm, cosy and comfortable. Other words such as ‘quiet’ describe sound instead.

KEY TAKEAWAY
For a ‘word that means’ question, test each word from the passage in the sentence in place of the
meaning.

P6 Time
What is the time shown on the clock?

Correct answer: A — 7:40
• The short hour hand is nearly at the 8, so the hour is 7.
• The long minute hand points to the 8, and the 8 stands for 8 × 5 = 40 minutes.
• So the time is 7:40.

KEY TAKEAWAY
On a clock face the minute hand counts in fives: the number it points to times 5 gives the minutes.
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